
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

A p p l i c a t i o n  No. 13517,  o f  t h e  Government o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  t h e  
P h i l l i p i n e s  , a s  amended, p u r s u a n t  t o  S u b - s e c t i o n  8207.2 o f  t h e  
Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s ,  f o r  a  s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  u n d e r  P a r a g r a p h  4101.44 
f o r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a c h a n c e r y  i n  a n  SP-1 D i s t r i c t  
a t  t h e  p r e m i s e s  1300 B a t a a n  S t r e e t ,  N . W . ,  ( A l l  o f  S q u a r e  S -181) .  

HEARING DATE: J u n e  1 7 ,  1981  
DECISION DATE: J u n e  1 7 ,  1 9 8 1  (Bench D e c i s i o n )  

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. A t  t h e  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  o f  May 6 ,  1 9 8 1 ,  t h e  Board  g r a n t e d  
t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  Motion f o r  a n  e x p e d i t e d  h e a r i n g  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

2. A t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  t h e  Dupont C i r c l e  C i t i z e n s  A s s o c i a t i o n  
r a i s e d  a  p r e l i m i n a r y  matter a s  t o  a  d e f e c t  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  o f  
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i n  t h a t  S e c t i o n  4603 o f  t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  was 
o m i t t e d  f rom t h e  n o t i c e .  Upon r e v i e w  o f  t h e  a rgumen t s  o f  t h e  DCCA, 
and t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  r e p l y  t h e r e t o ,  and  t h e  recommendat ions  o f  
t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Zoning S e c r e t a r i a t ,  t h e  Board r u l e d  
t h a t  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e  SP D i s t r i c t ,  P a r a g r a p h  4101.44, r a t h e r  
t h a n  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  S e c t i o n  4603 and  A r t i c l e  46 ,were  
a p p l i c a b l e  and  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i s h e d  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  was 
n o t  d e f e c t i v e .  The Board n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  Zoning A d m i n i s t r a t o r  had  
r u l e d  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  b r o u g h t  a s  a  s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  
u n d e r  P a r a g r a p h  4101.44. The Board f u r t h e r  n o t e d  t h a t  i n  a p p l i c a t i o n  
No. 13137,  t h e  c h a n c e r y  o f  Gambia, which  was e x c l u s i v e l y  i n  a n  SP 
D i s t r i c t ,  t h e  Board  t r e a t e d  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  s o l e l y  a s  a  s p e c i a l  excep -  
t i o n  u n d e r  P a r a g r a p h  4101.44 and d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e  
SP D i s t r i c t  w e r e  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

3 .  The a p p l i c a t i o n  a s  a d v e r t i s e d ,  r e q u e s t e d  two p a r k i n g  v a r i a n c e s ,  
o n e  f rom t h e  number o f  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  and one  t o  a l l o w  a  r e q u i r e d  
p a r k i n g  s p a c e  t o  measure  less t h a n  n i n e  f e e t  by n i n e t e e n  f e e t .  T h i s  
was b a s e d  o n  t h e  Zoning A d m i n i s t r a t o r ' s  l e t t e r  o f  A p r i l  24 ,  1 9 8 1  
p r e d i c a t e d  upon t h e  f a c t  t h a t  P a r a g r a p h  4603.25 a p p l i e d .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  
twen ty -n ine  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  w e r e  r e q u i r e d .  I n  a  l e t t e r  o f  J u n e  1 7 ,  
1981, t h e  Zoning A d m i n i s t r a t o r  con£ i rmed  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  c o n t e n t i o n  
t h a t  t h e  r e q u i r e d  p a r k i n g  f o r  c h a n c e r y  u s e s  i n  t h e  SP-1 zone i s  gove rned  
by t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  SP D i s t r i c t ,  namely o n e  p a r k i n g  s p a c e  f o r  
e v e r y  1800 square f e e t  of o f f i c e  use a f t e r  the  2,000 square foo t  exclu- 
s i o n .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t e n  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  a r e  r e q u i r e d .  The a p p l i c a n t  
r e v i s e d  i t s  p a r k i n g  p l a n  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  t e n  r e q u i r e d  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  
a l l  m e a s u r i n g  n i n e  f e e t  by n i n e t e e n  f e e t .  The a p p l i c a n t  r e q u e s t e d  
p e r m i s s i o n  t o  w i t h d r a w  t h e  r e q u e s t s  f o r  v a r i a n c e  r e l i e f .  The Board 
g r a n t e d  t h e  r e q u e s t .  The a p p l i c a n t  now s e e k s  s o l e l y  t h e  s p e c i a l  
e x c e p t i o n  r e l i e f  t o  p e r m i t  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  i t s  c h a n c e r y .  
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3. The s u b j e c t  s i t e  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  Square S-181, which 
i s  t r a p e z o i d a l  i n  shape and bounded on t h e  e a s t  by Bataan S t r e e t ,  
on t h e  s o u t h  by N S t r e e t ,  on t h e  w e s t  by 1 7 t h  S t r e e t ,  and on t h e  
n o r t h  by Massachuse t t s  Avenue. I t  i s  known a s  p remises  1300 Bataan 
S t r e e t  and i s  i n  an SP-1 D i s t r i c t .  

4 .  The s i t e  c o n s i s t s  o f  9 ,531  squa re  f e e t  and i s  c u r r e n t l y  used 
a s  s u r f a c e  pa rk ing  f o r  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Republ ic  o f  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  
Chancery which i s  d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  t h e  s t ree t  a t  1617 Massachuse t t s  
Avenue. The a p p l i c a n t  proposes  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  new Chancery on t h e  
s u b j e c t  s i t e .  

5 .  Th i s  s i t e  i s  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  a  s e c t i o n  o f  Massachuse t t s  
Avenue c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a  v a r i e t y  o f  u s e s  i n  mid- r i se  t o  h i g h - r i s e  
b u i l d i n g s .  Those uses  on Massachuse t t s  Avenue between 1 6 t h  and 1 8 t h  
S t r e e t ,  n o t  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e ,  comprise seven Embassies/ 
Chancer ies ,  e i g h t  n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  t h r e e  apar tment  b u i l d i n g s ,  
two row d w e l l i n g s / f l a t s ,  two o f f i c e s ,  one u n i v e r s i t y  b u i l d i n g ,  one 
medical  c l i n i c  and one pa rk ing  l o t .  Th i s  g e n e r a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  mixed 
u s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  c h a n c e r i e s  and embass ies ,  ex tends  f u r t h e r  w e s t  on 
Massachuset ts  Avenue t o  F l o r i d a  Avenue, n o r t h  on 1 8 t h  S t r e e t  and New 
Hampshire Avenue, and n o r t h  and s o u t h  a long  1 6 t h  S t r e e t .  Immediately 
sou th  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e  a c r o s s  N S t r e e t  i s  t h e  r e a r  of  t h e  Holiday 
Inn ,  which f r o n t s  on Rhode I s l a n d  Avenue. F u r t h e r  s o u t h ,  o f f i c e  u s e s  
predominate.  W e s t  o f  t h e  s i t e  a long  N S t r e e t  a r e  l a r g e  row houses ,  
many of  which house p r e f e s s i o n a l  o f f i c e s  and n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  
North o f  Massachuse t t s  Avenue, low and moderate d e n s i t y  r e s i d e n t i a l  
u se s  predominate .  E a s t  o f  t h e  s i t e  a c r o s s  Bataan S t r e e t  i s  S c o t t  
C i r c l e ,  a  f e d e r a l  pa rk  t h a t  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  L 'En fan t  p l an  
f o r  t h e  c i t y .  

6. The s u b j e c t  s i t e  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  an SP-1 D i s t r i c t  t h a t  e x t e n d s  
a long  Massachuse t t s  Avenue. F u r t h e r  n o r t h  a r e  R-5-D, R-5-B, and C-2-B 
D i s t r i c t s .  South  o f  Rhode I s l a n d  Avenue,C-4 Zoning predominates .  

7. The e a s t e r n  boundary o f  t h e  Dupont C i r c l e  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  i s  
1 7 t h  S t r e e t .  Th i s  s i t e  i s  j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h a t  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t .  

8 .  The proposed chancery  would occupy approximate ly  e i g h t y - f  i v e  
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  squa re .  The e a s t e r n  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  would 
c o n s i s t  o f  f o u r  s t o r i e s  and a  penthouse .  The wes t e rn  p o r t i o n  would be 
two s t o r i e s  and c o n t a i n  a  9 0 0  square  f o o t  c l o s e d  c o u r t .  The main 
e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  chancery  would be on Bataan S t r e e t .  The t o t a l  FAR of  
t h e  proposed s t r u c t u r e  i s  2.43. The SP-1 D i s t r i c t  p e rmi t s  chancery  
use  by s p e c i a l  excep t i on  w i t h  a  maximum FAR of  2.5. The h e i g h t  proposed 
i s  f i f t y - e i g h t  f e e t .  A s i x t y - f i v e  f o o t  h e i g h t  i s  p e r m i t t e d .  
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9.  Cons t ruc t ion  of  t h e  new chancery would enable  t h e  app l i -  
c a n t  t o  r e l o c a t e  f i f t e e n  of t h e  t h i r t y - n i n e  employees c u r r e n t l y  
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  o l d  b u i l d i n g ,  thus  r e l i e v i n g  t h e  problems i n  t h a t  
b u i l d i n g  caused by overcrowding. No i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  number of 
s t a f f  persons  i s  contemplated.  

10.  The hours  of ope ra t ion  w i l l  be from 8:30 a . m . . t o  5:00 p.m. 
on a  Monday through Fr iday schedule .  The proposed use i s  gene ra l  
chancery o f f i c e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  wi th  a  minimum of v i s i t o r  t r a f f i c .  I n  
essence ,  t h e  new b u i l d i n g  w i l l  be a  ceremonial  b u i l d i n g ,  w i th  an 
e x h i b i t i o n  h a l l ,  t h e  Ambassador's q u a r t e r s ,  and suppor t  personnel .  
The v i s a  o f f i c e  w i l l  remain i n  t h e  o l d  chancery b u i l d i n g  and t h e  
on ly  v i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  new chancery w i l l  be government o f f i c i a l s  
a t t e n d i n g  meetings and t h e  i n f r e q u e n t  v i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n  
h a l l .  

11. The proposed b u i l d i n g  w i l l  c o n s i s t  of f o u r  f l o o r s ,  p lu s  a  
f u l l  basement. The basement w i l l  be used f o r  an employees' lounge 
and c a f e t e r i a  complete w i th  k i t chen  and s t o r a g e .  The f i r s t  and 
second f l o o r s  w i l l  be used f o r  t h e  lobby, an e x h i b i t i o n  h a l l  and 
a  l i b r a r y ,  and t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  w i l l  be o f f i c e  space.  The f o u r t h  
f l o o r  w i l l  be devoted e n t i r e l y  t o  t h e  ambassador and w i l l  c o n s i s t  of  
a  conference room, r ecep t ion  room and o f f i c e s  f o r  s e c r e t a r i e s .  The 
mechanical and e l e c t r i c a l  rooms w i l l  be l oca t ed  i n  t h e  penthouse and 
on p a r t  of  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  

1 2 .  Most of  t h e  r ecep t ions ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  and s o c i a l ,  w i l l  con- 
t i n u e  t o  be h e l d  a t  t he  Embassy, t h e  res idence  of  t h e  Ambassador. 
Approximately 3,500 square  f e e t  of t h e  t o t a l  of  23,000 squa re  f e e t  
of  t h e  proposed chancery w i l l  be devoted t o  t h e  ~ rnbassador ' s  u se .  

13. P l ans  f o r  development of  t h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e  w e r e  f i r s t  reviewed 
by l o c a l  and f e d e r a l  agencies  approximately two yea r s  ago,  i n  e a r l y  
1979. A t  t h a t  time, zoning permi t ted ,  and t h e  p l ans  showed, a  bu i ld -  
i n g  h e i g h t  of n i n e t y  f e e t  and an F.A.R. of 3.5. I n  t h e  face  of 
s t r o n g  oppos i t i on  t o  both t h e  h e i g h t ,  bulk and design of t h e  proposed 
chancery, t h e s e  p l ans  were withdrawn and p l ans  f o r  development o f  t h e  
s i t e  were temporar i ly  suspended. Subsequently,  t h e  Zoning Regula- 
t i o n s  were amended t o  provide a  maximum b u i l d i n g  h e i g h t  of s i x t y - f i v e  
f e e t  and a  maximum F.A.R. of 2.5 f o r  o f f i c e  use .  

1 4 .  I n  October,  1980, a  new s e t  of p l ans  were submit ted t o  t he  
S t a t e  Department f o r  p re l iminary  review and then  c i r c u l a t e d  t o  t h e  
s t a f f  of t h e  Nat iona l  C a p i t a l  Planning Commission, t h e  s t a f f  of t h e  
J o i n t  Committee on Landmarks, t h e  o f f i c e  of  t h e  Zoning Adminis t ra tor ,  
and t h e  Department of  T ranspor t a t i on  f o r  review and comment. The 
p lans  were r e v i s e d  t h r e e  t imes t o  i nco rpo ra t e  t h e  recommendations 
made by t h e s e  agenc ies ,  i nc lud ing  t h e  p rov i s ion  of  covered parking.  
I n  March, 1981, t h e  p lans  were f i l e d  w i th  t h e  Board f o r  review. 
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15.  The test imony of t h e  t r a f f i c  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o n s u l t a n t  
demonstrated t h a t  t h e  proposed use would have no adverse impact  on 
t r a f f i c  and park ing  cond i t i ons  i n  t h e  a r ea .  Of t h e  t h i r t y - n i n e  
employees, approximately f i f t e e n  d r i v e  t o  work, a  r educ t ion  of about 
f i f t y  pe rcen t  from t h e  p a t t e r n  t h a t  e x i s t e d  p r i o r  t o  October 1, 1980 
when an o f f i c i a l  p o l i c y  was i s s u e d  by t h e  Embassy r e q u i r i n g  g r e a t e r  
use of  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and c a r  pool ing.  The proposed p rov i s ion  
of t e n  park ing  spaces  would r e q u i r e  t h a t  one- th i rd  of t h e s e  employees 
use p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and c a r  pool ing.  Given t h e  c l o s e  l o c a t i o n  
of  a  Metro s t a t i o n  a t  Dupont C i r c l e  and t h e  e x e c e l l e n t  Metro bus 
s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  immediate neighborhood, t h i s  reduc t ion  i n  automobile 
t r i p s  can e a s i l y  be accommodated. Fu r the r ,  s i n c e  t h e  n e t  r e s u l t  
would be a  r educ t ion  i n  t o t a l  automobile t r i p  making, t h e r e  would 
c l e a r l y  be no adverse  impact on t r a f f i c  o p e r a t i o n s .  The Board s o  
f i n d s  . 

16. A t  t h e  p u b l i c  hear ing  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  a r c h i t e c t  submit ted 
two r e v i s e d  parking p l ans .  The f i r s t  showed t h e  p rov i s ion  of t e n  
park ing  spaces  which f u l l y  complied wi th  t h e  SP-1 parking requi re -  
ments f o r  t h e  proposed chancery use .  The second parking p lan  showed 
t h e  p rov i s ion  of f o u r t e e n  a t t e n d a n t  parking spaces .  This  second 
proposa l  would enable  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  t o  provide a d d i t i o n a l  spaces  
f o r  use by employees of and v i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  chancery. 

17.  Pursuant  t o  Sub-section 4101.5 of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions  
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Of f i ce  of Planning and Develop- 
ment f o r  coo rd ina t ion ,  review, r e p o r t  and impact assessments a long 
wi th  reviews i n  w r i t i n g  of a l l  r e l e v a n t  D i s t r i c t  Departments. 

18.  By r e p o r t  da ted  June 2 1 ,  1981, t h e  Of f i ce  of Planning and 
Development recommended approval  of t h e  proposed chancery use ,  bu t  
d e n i a l  of t h e  park ing  va r i ances .  A t  t h e  p u b l i c  hea r ing ,  t h e  OPD 
t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  i t s  r e p o r t  was based on t h e  grounds t h a t  t h e  appl i -  
c a n t  was s t i l l  r eques t ing  park ing  va r i ances  and t h a t  it was unaware, 
a s  s t a t e d  i n  Finding No. 3, t h a t  a  new park ing  p l an  had been submit ted 
and no va r i ances  were r equ i r ed .  I n  i t s  r e p o r t ,  t h e  OPD s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  proposed use is  c l e a r l y  compatible w i t h  uses  on neighboring 
p r o p e r t i e s .  The n e a r e s t  r e s i d e n t i a l  uses  a r e  t h r e e  e i g h t - s t o r y  apa r t -  
ment b u i l d i n g s  on the  nor thwest  quadran t  of 17th  S t r e e t  and Massachu- 
s e t t s  Avenue. There a r e  r e s i d e n t i a l  row houses on N S t r e e t  west  of 
17 th  S t r e e t .  However, OPD repor t ed  t h a t  t h a t  s t r e e t  would n o t  be 
adverse ly  a f f e c t e d  by t h e  proposed development of t h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e .  
Chanceries a r e  an i n t e g r a l  b u t  n o t  overwhelming element of t h i s  a r e a ' s  
c h a r a c t e r .  The proposed s t r u c t u r e  would be compatible w i th  a r e a  
b u i l d i n g  h e i g h t s  and s i g n i f i c a n t l y  lower than  s e v e r a l  b u i l d i n g s  on 
ad jo in ing  blocks .  Although t h e  bu i ld ing  would appear t o  occupy about 
n ine ty - f ive  p e r c e n t  of t h e  s i t e ,  which i s  t h e  e n t i r e  square ,  t h e  bulk 
would n o t  be o u t  of harmony, because t h e  s i t e  i s  surrounded by 
unusual ly  wide rights-of-way on t h r e e  s i d e s .  Massachusetts  Avenue has 
a  160 f o o t  right-of-way and t h e  roadway curb i s  f i f t y - f i v e  f e e t  from 
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t h e  l o t  l i n e .  Other  curbs  a r e  twenty-four ,  twen ty- f ive  and twenty- 
seven f e e t  from l o t  l i n e s .  The v i s u a l  e f f e c t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  n o t  
of  a  bu lky  b u i l d i n g  crowded o n t o  a  s m a l l  s i t e .  Given t h e  h igh  
automobile c a p a c i t i e s  o f  17 th  S t r e e t  and Massachuset ts  Avenue, t h e  
number of  t r a f f i c  l i g h t s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and the s c a l e  o f  proposed 
development,  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  automobile t r a f f i c  by t h e  chancery 
would n o t  c r e a t e  a  dangerous o r  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t r a f f i c  c o n d i t i o n .  
The OPD concluded t h a t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  se t  f o r t h  i n  Sub-paragraphs 
4101.441 and 4101.442 have been m e t .  A s  t o  t h e  pa rk ing  i s s u e ,  t h e  
OPD, upon review of t h e  new pa rk ing  p l a n  submi t t ed ,  recommended a t  
t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  working hours  of  t h e  chancery ,  
t h e  a p p l i c a n t  p rov ide  f o u r t e e n  pa rk ing  spaces  w i t h  an a t t e n d a n t  on 
du ty  d u r i n g  t h e s e  working hou r s .  The Board concurs  i n  t h e  OPD 
recommendations. 

19 .  The a p p l i c a t i o n  was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Department o f  Transpor-  
t a t i o n ,  t h e  Na t i ona l  C a p i t a l  P lann ing  Commission and t h e  Department 
of Housing and Community Development. 

20. The Department of  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r e p o r t  was r e c e i v e d  a f t e r  
t h e  c l o s e  of  t h e  p u b l i c  hea r i ng .  I t  was based on t h e  pa rk ing  p l a n  
o r i g i n a l l y  submi t t ed  w i th  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  and was n o t  r e l e v a n t  t o  
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  a s  r e v i s e d .  

21. The Na t i ona l  C a p i t a l  P lann ing  Commission f i l e d  no recom- 
mendation.  

22. No r e p o r t  was r e c e i v e d  from t h e  Department of Housing and 
Community Development. 

23. A r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  U.S. S t a t e  Department t e s t i f i e d  
a t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g .  The S t a t e  Department ha s  been working w i t h  
t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  Government and t h e  a r c h i t e c t  s i n c e  October  o f  1980 
on t h e  s u b j e c t  p l a n s .  The S t a t e  Department p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  
Vienna conven t ion  on d i p l o m a t i c  and c o n s u l a r  r e l a t i o n s  r e q u i r e s  
f o r e i g n  mi s s ions  t o  l o c a t e  t h e i r  chancery b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  
o f  Columbia. The S t a t e  Department s t r o n g l y  suppo r t ed  t h e  a p p l i c a -  
t i o n .  The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  emphasized t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  t h e  e i g h t  
months t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  Department h a s  been working w i t h  t h e  a r c h i t e c t ,  
s e v e r a l  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  t o  t h e  p l a n s  w e r e  made, i n c l u d i n g  reduc ing  t h e  
h e i g h t ,  r e d e s i g n i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  and cove r ing  t h e  pa rk ing  areas. 
The S t a t e  Department recommended t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  be approved. 
The Board concurs .  

24. The Dupont C i r c l e  C i t i z e n s  Assoc i a t i on  t e s t i f i e d  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  
h e a r i n g  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  shou ld  have been brought  under S e c t i o n  
4603 o f  t h e  Zoning Regula t ions  w i t h  t h e  h i g h e r  l e v e l  o f  r e q u i r e d  park-  
i n g  spaces.& set  f o r t h  i n  F ind ing  o f  F a c t  No. 2 ,  t h e  Board determined 
t h a t  t h e  c a s e  shou ld  be cons ide r ed  under t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e  SP-1 
D i s t r i c t .  The DCCA concur red  i n  t h e  recommendation o f  t h e  OPD as 
t o  t h e  proposed chancery use  of  t h e  s i t e  and t h a t  f o u r t e e n  pa rk ing  
space s  w i t h  an a t t e n d a n t  p r e s e n t  du r ing  t h e  o f f i c e  hou r s  o f  t h e  chancery  
be made a  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  The Board 
concurs .  
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25. Advisory Neighborhood Commission - 2B made no recommenda- 
t i o n  on t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

26. There  was no f u r t h e r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND OPINION: 

Based on t h e  r e c o r d ,  t h e  Board conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  
i s  s e e k i n g  a  s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n ,  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  which r e q u i r e s  proof  
t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  has  complied w i t h  Paragraph 4101.44 o f  t h e  Zoning 
R e g u l a t i o n s ,  and t h a t  t h e  r e l i e f  can  be  g r a n t e d  a s  i n  harmony w i t h  
t h e  g e n e r a l  purpose  and i n t e n t  of  t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  and w i l l  
n o t  t e n d  t o  a f f e c t  a d v e r s e l y  t h e  use  o f  ne ighbor ing  p r o p e r t y .  A s  
found i n  F i n d i n g s  N o .  5 ,  6 ,  8  and 1 8  t h e  u s e ,  h e i g h t ,  b u l k  and 
d e s i g n  a r e  i n  harmony w i t h  e x i s t i n g  u s e s  and s t r u c t u r e s  an ne ighbor-  
i n g  p r o p e r t y .  A s  found i n  F i n d i n g s  No. 1 5 ,  16  and 18 and a s  f u r t h e r  
c o n d i t i o n e d  by t h e  Board i n  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  t h e  
proposed u s e  w i l l  n o t  c r e a t e  dangerous  o r  o t h e r  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t r a f f i c  
c o n d i t i o n s .  The Board f u r t h e r  conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  can  be 
g r a n t e d  a s  i n  harmony w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  purpose  and i n t e n t  o f  t h e  
Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  and w i l l  n o t  t e n d  t o  a f f e c t  a d v e r s e l y  t h e  u s e  of 
n e i g h b o r i n g  p r o p e r t y .  Accord ing ly ,  it i s  ORDERED t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a -  
t i o n  i s  GRANTED SUBJECT t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  CONDITIONS: 

1. C o n s t r u c t i o n  s h a l l  be i n  accordance  w i t h  t h e  p l a n s  
marked a s  E x h i b i t  No. 9 of  t h e  r e c o r d ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  
p a r k i n g  ga rage  s h a l l  c o n t a i n  t e n  s p a c e s  meet ing  t h e  
a c c e s s  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  a s  shown 
on E x h i b i t  N o .  30 o f  t h e  r e c o r d .  

2. During t h e  working hours  o f  t h e  chancery ,  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  
s h a l l  p r o v i d e  f o u r t e e n  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  w i t h  an  a t t e n d a n t  
on d u t y  d u r i n g  t h o s e  working h o u r s .  Such p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  
s h a l l  be a s  shown on t h e  p a r k i n g  p l a n  marked a s  E x h i b i t  
No. 31 o f  t h e  r e c o r d .  

VOTE: 5-0 ( C h a r l e s  R. N o r r i s ,  Ruby B .  M c Z i e r ,  Wi l l iam F. McIntosh,  

Douglas J. P a t t o n  and Connie For tune  t o  GRANT). 

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: - 
STEVEN E .  SHER 
Execu t ive  Director 

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 2 7  JUL 1981 
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UNDER SUB-SECTION 8 2 0 4 . 3  OF  THE ZONING REGULATIONS "NO DECISION OR 
ORDER OF THE BOARD SHALL TAKE EFFECT UNTIL TEN DAYS AFTER HAVING 
BECOME FINAL PURSUANT TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES OF PRACTICE AND 
PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT." 

T H I S  ORDER O F  THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE 
EFFECTIVE DATE OF T H I S  ORDER, UNLESS WITHIN SUCH PERIOD AN APPLICATION 
FOR A BUILDING PERMIT O R  CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY IS FILED WITH THE 
DEPARTMENT O F  LICENSES,  INVESTIGATIONS,  AND INSPECTIONS.  


